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May 2009

The History 
of Mother's Day

Celebrating motherhood is a historical tradition dating back almost as far 
as mothers themselves. A number of ancient cultures paid tribute to moth-
ers as goddesses, including the ancient Greeks.  The ancient Romans also 
honored their mother goddess, Cybele, in a notoriously rowdy springtime 
celebration, and the Celtic Pagans marked the coming of spring with a fertil-
ity celebration linking their goddess Brigid together with the first milk of the 
ewes.

In the United States, Mother's Day experienced a series of false starts 
before eventually transitioning into the "Hallmark" holiday that we celebrate 
today. In 1858, Anna Reeves Jarvis was the first woman to hold an official 
celebration of mothers, when in her home state of West Virginia, she institut-
ed Mothers' Work Day to raise awareness about local sanitation issues. Dur-
ing the Civil War, she expanded the scope of Mothers' Work Day to include 
sanitary conditions on both sides of the battlefield. 

Meanwhile Julia Ward Howe, author of the "Battle Hymn of the Republic," 
attempted to institute a national celebration of mothers that honored women's 
inclinations toward peace (rather than cleanliness). In 1872, she initiated and 
promoted a Mother's Day for Peace, to be held on June 2, which was cel-
ebrated the following year by women in 18 cities across America. The holiday 
continued to be honored by Bostonian women for another decade, but even-
tually phased out after Howe stopped underwriting the cost of the celebra-
tions. 

Then in 1905, Anna Reeves Jarvis passed away and her daughter, Anna 
Jarvis, took up her mother's torch. Anna swore on her mother's gravesite that 
she would realize her lifelong dream of creating a national day to honor moth-
ers. In 1907, Anna launched her campaign by handing out white carnations 
to congregants at her mother's church in Grafton, West Virginia. In 1908, her 
mother's church acquiesced to Anna's request to hold a special Sunday ser-
vice in honor of mothers - a tradition that spread the very next year to church-
es in 46 states. In 1909, Anna left her job and dedicated herself to a full-time 
letter-writing campaign, imploring politicians, clergymen and civic leaders to 
institute a national day for mothers. 

In 1912, Jarvis' efforts met with success: Her home state of West Virginia 
adopted an official Mother's Day; two years later, the U.S. Congress passed 
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Honoring 
Desert Harbor’s 
Veterans
To help us appreciate Memorial 
Day in a personal way, we are 
collecting information (and pic-
tures) of those who have ever 
served in the Military.    We have 
had a great response so far, but 
would also like to include others 
who perhaps were not aware 
that we are  doing this.  We will 
print the article in the June issue 
since it will be out before Me-
morial Day.  A big thanks to all 
who have completed the form 
already and we encourage other 
residents to pick up a copy at 
the Clubhouse and return it to 
#81 by April 30th.  
               Thanks, Connie
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
Ken Camp
2009/10  Activities Org. President

In just one month we will be coming 
to a close of our winter season.  For all of 
you leaving in the month of April or first 
part of May, we wish you a wonderful 
summer and look forward to seeing you in 
the fall.

 March was a busy month for all of 
us with the St. Patrick’s Dinner, Pancake 
Breakfast, and the Patio/Bake Sale.  My 
many thanks to all of you that worked these events.  I heard our 
Patio/Bake Sale was one of the largest that the park has had in 
resent years.  Thanks again to all that worked Saturday, March 
28th.  Our next sale will be November 14, 2009. 

The food bank is doing well.  I thank all of you for giving to 
families that can use a little extra food to feed their families.  A 
note to this, we have a good idea who in our park is removing the 
food from the bins.  I do hope this will stop!

During the month of April we had Jerry Kitchen and his wife 
for our entertainment on April 15th.  Our Pot Luck was on April 
18th and the Pancake Supper @ $3.00 a person on April 29th.

Again many thanks to those who volunteer for our different 
events.  Without you we would not be able to do the things we do 
each month.

FLIPPING FLAPJACKS 
on a SATURDAY MORNING
                                                     by Jan Ginsburg

It’s a Saturday morning in 
March, the 21st to be exact; and 
those of us wandering into the 
clubhouse for our usual coffee 
and donuts are met with won-
drous aromas not just from the 

coffee brewing!  What we smell are sau-
sages & pancakes still hot from the griddle; 
this isn’t donuts but our Pancake Breakfast 
waiting for us! 

Thanks to our ‘short-order cooks’ in 
the kitchen, Mike K., Tony T., Dick S. and 
Ken C., those orders were rolling out of the 
kitchen where our residences could dress 
up their pancakes with butter and/or syrup, 
add sizzling sausages and a side of apple-
sauce on the plate. With hot fresh coffee, “it 
doesn’t get any better than this!” 

Thanks go out to our kitchen and floor 
help Elaine Kereluk, Joann Hankison, 
Elaine Anfang (our cashier) and Jan Gins-
burg who kept things running smoothly. We 
served a total of 31 people that morning and 
plan to continue the Pancake Breakfast ev-
ery other month for the park. The alternating 
months we will be having Pancake Suppers 
on Wednesday evenings for all of us, hope 
to see you there, too!

Much Thanks 
& Best Wishes   by Jan Ginsburg

At our last residence meeting on April 
4th the Activities Association accepted the 
resignation of our treasurer, Jean Hansen. 
We would like to thank Jean for all of the 
hard work and dedication she has given our 
Activities Association over the past several 
months.  

In Jean’s place, Art Roberts volunteered 
to be the new treasurer until our next election.

May’s Potluck Dinner
Our potluck dinner will be on Saturday, 

May 16th at our usual time but with a dif-
ferent flair to it. Being that we have missed 
the celebrating of “Cinco de Mayo” (at 
least here in the park), our dinner will be a 
Mexican Theme, decorations, music and, of 
course, the food. This will give those of you 
a chance to bring those special dishes from 
south of the border, try something new, or 
if that doesn’t appeal to you, bring your old 
favorites. 

Come with your neighbors and family to 
break bread, eat and celebrate.
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Results...
Texas Hold’em Tournament
   By Dave Borchardt #142

The 2009 Desert Harbor Texas Hold’em Spring 
Poker Tournament began on Sunday April 5th, 
was played over a total of 4 days and concluded 
on Saturday April 11th.  As pictured below, the 
winners are:  

1st Place honors went to Bruno Borowczyk
2nd Place went to Dave Drouin
3rd Place went to Dave Borchardt 
4th Place went to Kay Borowczyk 

There were a total of 11 residents who par-
ticipated in the event and everyone had a great 
time.  

A big “Thank You” to Fred Dieball for running 
the tournament.

 ANNUAL 
MEMORIAL DAY 
COOKOUT
             by Jan Ginsburg

Memorial Day is almost upon us and it is 
time to plan for Desert Harbor’s Annual Cookout 
celebrating this holiday. This year it will be on 
Monday, May 23rd, and we are planning to start 
our celebrating at 5 p.m. with our grill masters 
at pool side cooking up burgers and dogs for us 
with all the trimmings. The weather should be 
beautiful for us outside or in, swimsuit or shorts, 
cold drinks or beer, family or friends, but a won-
derful day to celebrate and remember why there 
is a Memorial Day.

A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board 
for you indicate how many are attending, and 
what side dish you would like to bring to add to 
our cook out.  If any one would like help out or 
has something special to add please let Ken 
Camp or Jan Ginsburg know. 

COMMUNITY PATIO SALE                                                                       by Midge Drouin, #203
 

   Saturday morning March 28, 2009, was quite a morn-
ing with people scurrying around to the different homes 
of residents having patio sales, the bake sales going on 
in the clubhouse along with the white elephant sale and 
book sale, this community was very busy.  The traffic was 
nonstop much to the pleasure of all involved.  The amaz-
ing turnout was greatly  attributed to the great advertising  
effort of Connie Riter.  Thank you so much for your efforts.
    A big thanks goes out to all of the people who were 
involved in either the baking of the goods, setting up the 
sale, and cleanup after.  This sale wouldn’t have been 
such a great success without you.
     Below is a summary of what each segment of the suc-
cessful fundraisers held in the clubhouse brought in:
    

     Book Sale…………..  $  61.35
     White Elephant…...…$190.15
     Bake Sale…………....$330.75
     Grand Total…….…....$582.25

May Day Poem
..........by Sir Thomas Malory
 
     The month of May was come when 
every lusty heart begins to blossom 
and bring forth fruit;  for like the herbs 
and trees bring forth fruit and flourish 
in May, in likewise every lusty heart 
that is in any manner a lover, spring-
eth and flourisheth in lusty deeds.  
For it givith unto all lovers courage, 
that lusty month of May.
     Lovliest of trees, the cherry now is 
hung with bloom along the bough.



GETTING ACQUAINTED      
    by Jane Boudreau, #179

 LADIES LUNCHEON 
On the third Tuesday of each month the ladies of Desert Harbor enjoy an 

outing to one of the many valley restaurants.  They meet at the clubhouse at 
11:00 AM to form car pools for the trip to the restaurant.  Agnes Miller is the co-
ordinator and she requests all those planning on attending sign up on the sheet 
on the Activities Organization Bulletin Board.  Agnes contacts the restaurant 
early in the day to let them know how many ladies will be attending.  She also 
contacts those who are not at the clubhouse at 11:00 AM to ensure they have 

transportation to the restaurant.
 Mimi’s Café at 1250 S. Alma School Road is 

the destination for the May 19th luncheon.  Mi-
mi’s features New Orleans style décor with great 
menu items beginning at $5.99.  I checked out 
a few of the reviews on-line and the restaurant 
received high marks from those who comment-
ed.  They have a web site mimiscafe.com if you 
would like to check out the menu in advance.  
This is not the first trip for the ladies to Mimi’s 
Cafe and I‘m sure it will not be our last.  

 Agnes is looking for new restaurants for 
the ladies to visit.  Please share suggestions 

with her or any member of the newsletter will gladly pass your sugges-
tions to Agnes.  I have begun a list supplied by my sister-in-law who was visiting 
from Michigan.

 LADIES SOUP AND SALAD LUNCHEON
On the first Tuesday of each month the ladies meet in the clubhouse to have 

lunch and catch up on what’s happening in our community.  We begin con-
gregating about 11:30 AM and 
serving begins at noon.  A sign 
up sheet is posted on the Activi-
ties Organization Bulletin board 
for the ladies to indicate what 
they plan to prepare.  We each  
bring our own full table service 
including bowls to taste the soups 
and something to drink.  Coffee 
is provided as well as hot water 
for tea.  A 50/50 drawing is held 
so remember to bring your dollar 
or borrow one from the person 
sitting next to you, and you too 
could be a winner. 

The May luncheon is sched-
uled for the 5th which is Cinco de 
Mayo.  Margaritas’ may be in or-
der for this luncheon.   Come join 
us for a little fellowship and chit 
chat.  If you can't make it for lunch 
come for dessert.  Several of the 
ladies came in just to say hello 
and visit during our April luncheon.  

 To all our new residents come 
be our guest.  Simply bring your 
table service, something to drink 
and of course your dollar.    

We hope to see you next 
month at one if not both of these 
special gatherings just for the 
ladies of Desert Harbor.

MAY DAY 
TRADITIONS

May Day is a holiday 
of ancient tradition es-
pecially in Europe.  It's 
a holiday that has been 
set aside to commorate 
the labor movement in 
many countries around 
the world.  Spring Festival:  
a day for celebrating the 
coming of spring.

May is often called 
Mary's month because it's 
traditionally dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
May is also considered 
the beginning of new life.

The Maypole is a tall 
wooden pole erected to 
celebrate the first of May, 
or as it is often called, 
midsummer.  It's lavished 
with several long colored 
ribbons suspended from 
the top, festooned with 
flowers draped in green-
ery, hung with large cir-
cular wreaths, or adorned 
with other symbols or 
decorations, depending on 
local and regional vari-
ances.
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Each time you are 
honest and con-
duct yourself with         
honesty, a success 
force will drive you 
toward greater 
success.  Each time 
you lie, even with a 
little white lie, there 
are strong forces 
pushing you toward 
failure.
        Joseph Sugarman
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a Joint Resolution, signed by President Wilson, establishing a national Mother's Day emphasizing the 
role of women in their families - and not, like Julia Ward Howe's campaign, in the public arena. Ever 
since, Mother's Day has been celebrated by Americans on the second Sunday in May.

Perhaps the country's greatest proponent of motherhood, Anna Jarvis ironically never had chil-
dren of her own. Yet that didn't stop her from making the celebration of Mother's Day her lifelong mis-
sion. In fact, as the holiday took on a life of its own, Jarvis expressed frequent dismay over its grow-
ing commercialization. "I wanted it to be a day of sentiment, not profit," she is quoted as saying.

Continued from page 1 

History of Mother’s Day

Now that you have read through the history I would like to share with you some very special 
memories and moments that our Desert Harbor residents have so kindly shared with me.

My Mother – Laura Klahr  #194
My mother was a saint.  I’m sure of this because the fact that I am still alive proves it.  I was one of those kids that 
answer the question as to why some species eat their young.  Mother never raised her voice or hand to any of us, 
no matter what we did or didn’t do.  She worked hard to make sure we had the education and things she never 
did.  She taught us to always hold our heads up and make our way in the world, but never to be unkind to anyone.  
Mother was always honest and truthful.  Although there are some things I still question, Like “Your chest will grow 
after you have babies.”  Right mom, my babies are now 30 & 40 and I’m still hiding tissues.  Or how about, “All men 
are not like your father.”  Then how come I married my father?  My mother left this world on December 26, 1991, 
and yet this will be the best Mother’s Day ever for her, because I finally appreciate all the wonderful things that 
made her who she was and all the sacrifices she made to make my life easier.  Thank you Mom, I love you.

Tribute To Hildegarde S. Just My Mother -  Ruthann Sather  #10
Hildegarde was: a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a grandmother, a great-grandmother, and a friend. She was a 
positive role model for her 5 children, 13 grandchildren, and 23 great-grandchildren. She was overjoyed by all of their 
achievements; great or small.  Hildegarde lived her life to the fullest. She knew how to give of herself and be happy! 
She gained the love and respect of all who knew her.  My mother was: my shining star, my mentor, my confidant, my 
beauty queen, my Polish Princess, my world, my everything!  Some angels come to earth disguised as mothers. I 
know that my mother was one of them!  Happy Mother’s Day to all of the many precious angels on this earth!

Memorable Mother’s Day – Carol Rysavy  #92
My mother was not one to ever ask for anything but she did comment that she would like to go to Las Vegas 
with her four daughters.  The daughters decided May, 1990 would be a good date not only to celebrate 
Mother’s Day but it was also Mom’s 75th birthday.  We all arrived in Las Vegas from various parts of the 
country and checked in to our hotel.  We spent the first night and early morning hours reminiscing with 
Mom.  There was much laughter and some happy tears.  The next couple of days were spent wining and 
dining Mom.  We also spent a fair amount of time feeding the slot machines and trying our luck at the black-
jack tables.  All in all it was a great Mother’s Day that Mom talked about for many years after the trip.

My Sweetest Mother’s Day – Janis Whitemarsh  #49
When my twins Karen and Karla were 10 years old, they spent the Saturday before Mother’s Day secretly wrapping 
presents in their bedroom.  They helped their 6 year-old sister Lisa with her present, but wouldn’t let 4 year-old Min-
dy in their room for fear she would spoil their surprise.  I assured Mindy that I didn’t need a present from her as she 
was gift enough.  Sunday morning I joyously opened my girls’ hand-made gifts including a book mark, paper picture 
frame, and cardboard coaster for a coffee cup.  Wonderful presents all.  I was surprised when Mindy handed me a 
small box she had colored (gift wrap was a little beyond her).  Her face lit up like an Arizona sunrise when I opened 
it and found it empty.  “Honey, I think you forgot to put something in it” I said.  As happy as she could be she said, 
“No Mommy, I put my love in it, see it?”  I looked again and did indeed see more love than I could have ever imag-
ined!  If I live for 100 more Mother’s Days, I will never receive a more special gift, nor could I want one…….

Mother’s Day – 2009  by Joann Hankinson #178
When we became mothers, it becomes the most important day of our life.  As our 
daughter grew up she grew before our eyes.  First, as a toddler and the excitement of 
those uncertain first steps.  And on to the first day at school.  I had a hard time letting her go 
by herself.  Then came grade school, Jr. High and all the giggling girls at our house and Slumber Parties.  High 
School and before we realized it she had graduated.  Those years passed by very quickly and before we knew it 
she was getting married and having a family of her own.  These were special moments with my daughter and I will 
cherish them forever.  I only hope all mothers were as lucky as I have been over these past years.
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St. Patrick’s Day Dinner & Silent Auction   
                                                                                        by Jane Boudreau, #179

The Leprechauns of Desert Harbor were at work for the week preceding St. 
Patrick’s Day preparing for the Dinner and Silent Auction.  They completed 
filling the baskets for the si-
lent auction, decorated the 
clubhouse, and shopped 
for the corn beef, cabbage, 
potatoes and carrots for 
our dinner.  Our local chefs 
gathered early on Tuesday, 
March 17th to begin pre-
paring the dinner, following 

a tight timeline to ensure everything was ready for the over one hundred 
who signed to attend the dinner.  On final count ninety-four residents and 
guests were served in the dinning room and seven dinners where taken to 
residents who were unable to join us.  A big thank you to the fellows who 
delivered the dinners.

 The Silent Auction baskets where all decked out with green bows and 
shamrocks.  The fourteen baskets sold for a grand total of $354.00  Two 
gift certificates and three Panda Bears were raffled while the silent auction 
winners where being tabulated.  The raffle made $130.00 for the Activities 
Organization treasury.

 A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped make the dinner and 
silent auction a big success.  To the lucky winners of the baskets and raffle 
we thank you for your participation and generosity.  We hope everyone at-
tending had a great time and are looking forward to another silent auction 
in the fall.  Let the officers and board members know if you think another 
silent auction should be held.

BIRTHDAYS / 
ANNIVERSARIES
MAY BIRTHDAYS
Date  Name                         Lot #
 1 Gail Davison  134
 2 Naomi Howard   16
 5 Alan Goodwin  200
 8 Dennis Justus    24
10 Bill Boudreau 179
11 Jerry Miller  170
12 Agnes Miller  152
13 Paula Cooper  198
14 Patricia Murphy 205
17 Margaret Mitchell 103
19 Joanna Hankinson  178
19 Jim McKersie  177
20 Connie Riter    81
22 Don Bjornstad    76
22 Chuck McCall  114
23 Sharon McCall 114
25 Geraldine Peterson    30 
28 Jimmy Campbell  171
28 Bob Hansen  151
28 Justine Hilliard  101
30 Barbara Olson 192
31 Art Anfang  145
31 Ken Camp  178

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
Date  Name                         Lot #
 7 Steve & Gail Davison 134
13 Carroll & Paula Cooper  198
18 Fred & Reni Dieball   85
25 Bob & Jean Hansen 151
25 Allen & Jeanette Kitterman   36
26 Bill & Jane Boudreau 179

If you wish to add your birthday 
and/or anniversary to the list, 
please call Kay McKersie at 
480-288-9531.

A man carries his success 

or his failure with him . . . 

it does not depend on out-

side conditions . . .

                Ralph Waldo Trine
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Dolly Steamboat Cruise
Friday, May 8th, we've planned to take the Dolly 

Steamboat Cruise on Canyon Lake.  This is a 90 
minute nature cruise which leaves at 12 noon.  We 
will leave Desert Harbor clubhouse at 10 a.m. since 
we need to be there by 11:30 a.m.  There is a SIGN 
UP SHEET in the clubhouse if you would like to go 
and we ask that you indicate if you can drive or if you 
need a ride.  The cost of the cruise is $20 per person, 
but with the Coyote Coupon Book 1/2 price coupon 
on p. 41, the cost would be $10 each for two people.  

Reservations must be made individually (in two's) 
to get the 1/2 off price and tell them you have the cou-

pon.  Pay there by check 
or cash only --- no credit 
cards accepted.  Call 480-
827-9144 to make your 
reservations.  

After the cruise for 
those interested, we'll 
drive to Tortilla Flats for 
lunch/dinner.  Don't forget 
to bring your camera and 
binoculars.  Any questions, 
call Connie at 480-641-
7753. It should   
be a fun time!!  

Come join us!!

Trips in May
                                by Connie Riter, #81

Want to get away this month?  There are three casino 
trips you may consider...
 
May 12-13 -- Colorado Belle plus Bluewater Casinos 
$39 pp/dbl.  Includes one night in Laughlin and 2 free 
buffets.
 
May 19-21 -- Zion Canyon and Bryce Canyon.  $299 
pp/dbl.  Drive through tour of the Valley of the Fire.  
Dinner Buffet at Hotel/Casino in Mesquite, Nevada.  
Next day arrive at Bryce Canyon pinnacles which is a 
national park.  In the afternoon drive through Zion Na-
tional Park.  Sleep in St. George, Utah.  After break-
fast the next day, take a tour of St. George and then 
travel to Las Vegas for a few hours downtown before 
heading back to the Valley.
 
May 26-28 -- Four Queens in 
Downtown Las Vegas.  
$99 pp/dbl.  Stop at the 
Hacienda Hotel & Casino for 
a free buffet then on to Las 
Vegas.  The second day you 
are on your own in Vegas. 
 
If you are interested in mak-
ing reservations for any of 
these, please call Connie at 
(480) 641-7753.  The Activi-
ties Committee will get a 5% 
commission on any of these 
trips and there is a local 
pick-up in Apache Junction. 

We are going to Wild Horse on May 20th.
Check in time is 8:30 a.m. and you will 

receive $10.00 on arrival.  
Bingo players will be dropped off at Lone Butte.

CASINO TRIP
for May

Fitness for Mind, Body & Spirit          
                                                        by Midge Drouin, #203

Keeping physically fit is important for your mind, 
it channels energy to your brain.  It circulates body 
chemicals to work more efficient through out your 
body.  Physical exercise for your body helps you to 
connect to your mind to keep you in good spirits.

If you are interested in keeping your mind and 
body in good shape come and join our low im-
pact aerobics, stretching and body toning with light 
weights.  These classes take place on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings from 10 A.M to 10:30 A.M.  If you 
have any questions regarding these classes feel free 
to call Midge @ 480-982-9425 and I will gladly  
answer your questions.

Wear loose fitting clothing, bring light weights, 
and plenty of water to drink.  Here is a little input on 
our aerobics class:  First we warm up our bodies to 
upbeat music to get our heart rate up.  Then, we do 
a cool down to lower our heart rate.  Secondly, we 
stretch many muscle groups such as:  shoulders, 
arms, waiste, hips, legs, etc.  Thirdly, we use light 
weights for toning our muscles.

You're welcome to stop in just to watch or join in 
to see how good it makes you feel.  It's fun and you'll 
be doing something for your mind, body and spirit ......
See you at stretching!
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS
by Dave Borchardt #142

Sisters 
Agnes Miller & 
Marcy Desiderio
Lot #152

Two of our resi-
dents that have lived 
here in Desert Harbor 
almost from the start 
are sisters Agnes Miller 
and Marcy Desiderio.  Ag-
nes moved here from New York on 
November 5, 1997 with her mother and Marcy joined them in February 
of 1998.  There were only 4 or 5 total homes in the park at that time.  
They both were very happy when more and more residents started 
moving in, especially on their block and they welcomed their new 
neighbors with open arms.

Agnes was instrumental in starting what is now known as the Des-
ert Harbor Activities Council as well as creating the original by-laws, 
and the rules and regulations of the park.  In those days the rules and 
regulations were a total of two pages long.  Agnes and Marcy were 
very active with the park in the early years, especially with the Satur-
day morning’s coffee and donuts.  Agnes continues to volunteer her 
time with the Ladies Luncheon and Marcy continues to help out at pot 
lucks and is happy to lend a helping hand anytime.

Agnes was born in Long Island, NY and worked for the State of 
New York for 37 ½ years retiring in 1995.  Agnes had worked for vari-
ous agencies of the state advancing her career whenever the opportu-
nity came up.  She had worked in the Mental Health area, the Mental 
Retardation unit and also the State Liquor Authority.  Agnes purchased 
her home here at Desert Harbor mainly because it was a new home 
and she didn’t want any problems associated with a used home.  She 
also wanted a corner lot and with her location came a fantastic view of 
the Superstition Mountain.

Marcy was born in Brooklyn, NY and worked for the telephone 
company as well as the State of New York in the Psychiatric Center 
and the Central Islip Pharmacy Department.  She was married for 33 
years and actually moved to Arizona in 1979 from New York with her 
family, without ever having visited Arizona, then went to work for the 
State of Arizona Department of Education and after almost 20 years, 
retired in 1997.  Marcy has 3 daughters, 3 grandsons and 1 grand-
daughter, who will be visiting shortly.

Both Agnes and Marcy thoroughly enjoy living here at Desert 
Harbor and have a lot of fun socializing with the various events like the 
50’s party we had last year as well as the Valentine’s Party and Mardi 
Gras that we had this year.

It was truly a pleasure for me to interview these two wonderful 
ladies with the New York accent and listen to their many stories about 
their lives.

Classified Ads - 
 
These Ads are free for
Desert Harbor residents
  

Entertainment Center - $100.00
      54" X 44" high and 16 1/2 wide
     Contact Cyndi Smith, #74 
     (480) 983-5819
  

2 Glass Top End Tables 
     w/Matching Picture Window   
     Table.  Ex Condition....
      $140.00 for All.  Call Midge, #203
     (480) 982-9425 
  

Large (52x54) Entertainment Cntr 
    Complete with 27" JVC TV Set   
    ...$175.00  Call Ted/Dorothy, #155   
    (480) 984-9780
  

3 year old 20" Magnavox TV
    Used for less than 1 year   
    ...$100.00  Call Ted/Dorothy, #155      
    (480) 984-9780
  

Patio table and six chairs;
Glass top, six sided, with etched 
design and lazy susan attach-
ment, 5 ft. across, $200.  Photos 
in club house hallway.  
Call Sylvia, #187, (480) 671-9488

  

U.S. Postage Stamps  -  
     Postage will increase

.02 cents on May 11th.  Nancy 
Pavkov still has 800 (eight hundred) 
.01 cent stamps from the last 
rate hike.  So please call if you 
could use stamps.  Nancy, #61 
(480) 983-4136
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More Computerese!  
How to Talk to Propeller Heads 
and Geeks               from Tom Hennessy, #70

As we discussed in the last issue, or how I ex-
pounded and you read and decided whether you 
wanted to continue reading, some of the fun part of 
all the new technology is proving that you understand 
what is being told to you by your 20-something kids 
and grandkids.  No longer will terms such as flash 
drives, Twitter, Facebook and MySpace, and external 
hard drives leave you with a quizzical look on your 
face and your mind reeling with all this new informa-
tion and questions as to what it is and how does it 
affect me.

In this, the latest part of my effort to convince all of 
you that owning a personal computer will not only be 
essential to your quality of life but also that it is a lot 
of fun besides, proving its necessity. Let’s look at four 
of the most popular and productive of the hundreds 
of different computer applications available to you, 
the new PC owner.  We are going to look at a Web 
browser which usually includes an E-mail application, 
a typical Word Processor app and a computerized 
spreadsheet.

A Web browser is a key piece of Internet software 
needed to access and navigate the web. The interface 
(what you the user sees) enables you to ask for and 
view web pages.  Web browsers vary in quality and in 
the number of accessories that they offer and they all 
take up a lot of disk space. Some of the more popular 
of the many browsers are Internet Explorer, Firefox, 
Opera and if you intend to be a Mac user, Safari. 
They are all available as a FREE download from their 
manufacturers.

If you have Windows on your computer, you al-
ready have Internet Explorer.  All browsers are ca-
pable and easy to use. They all have their strengths. 
Although they are all different, they all use the same 
basic processes. Ultimately it comes down to a matter 
of personal preference.  

The first page of a web site is often called a home 
page. It is the primary web page for an individual, soft-
ware application or organization. Home Page also has 
another meaning. It refers to the page that appears 
when you start your web browser and acts as your 
home base for exploring the web.
E-mail is short for electronic mail. It is digital corre-
spondence.  E-mail gives you the ability to send and 
receive text messages to/from anyone with an e-mail 
address. You automatically get an e-mail address 
when you sign up with an Internet Service Provider 
(ISP). We will discuss ISP’s in the next article.   

Continued on page 11

Senior Property Valuation 
Protection

FLORENCE—September 1 is the deadline for 
filing for the Senior Property Valuation Protection or 
more commonly known as the “Senior Freeze.”  “This 
is an important program approved by the state that 
allows us to freeze the full cash value of a primary 
residence,” Pinal County Assessor Paul Larkin said.  

“What this does is provides a greater degree of 
financial stability for people with qualifying low in-
comes.”  Larkin explained that state laws do not allow 
taxing jurisdictions to freeze taxes because tax bills 
reflect the tax rates of multiple jurisdictions such as 
fire districts, school districts and community colleges.  
“The actual tax bill may fluctuate from year to year but 
because the full cash value of the property is frozen, 
people on low or fixed incomes should see less move-
ment in the total tax amount,” Larkin said.  

The total gross income of all owners is what is 
used to determine eligibility. For a oneowner property, 
the income limit is $32,352. If there are two or more 
owners, the limit is $40,440. Income is verified using 
tax returns, W-2 forms or 1099 forms.

To qualify for the valuation freeze, at least one of 
the property owners must be at least 65 at the time of 
application.  The property must be the primary resi-
dence and the individual(s) must have lived there at 
least two years.   Applicants need to provide proof of 
residency with an Arizona driver’s license or Arizona 
ID card. If the property is held in trust, individuals 
must provide proof of trustees along with the applica-
tion.  Once approved, the valuation freeze is in effect 
for three years. Six months prior to the expiration of 
the current period, the Pinal County Assessor mails 
existing freeze recipients a reminder to renew by 
reapplying. 

The Assessor cautioned that the freeze will remain 
in effect even if property values decline. Larkin’s Ex-
emptions Department is available to answer questions 
or assist with obtaining or completing the application. 
The phone number for general questions and assis-
tance is 1-888-431-1311 or (520) 509-3555.

Resident 
Long Haired Black Cat

The resident long-haired black cat that has 
roamed freely in our Desert Harbor community has 
passed on.  Wednesday, April 8th it was found at the 
north end of #64.  It had been in quite a few battles 
and lived to swish his tail but this time used up its 9th life.  
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SHARE A RECIPE

Chicken-Parmesan Bundles
Joanna Hankison #178
 

4oz  (1/2 of 8 oz pkg) Philadelphia Cream Cheese softened
1   pkg (10 oz) frozen Chopped Spinach, thawed & well drained
1   1/4 cups Shredded Mozzarella Cheese
6  Tablespoones Grated Parmesan Cheese, divided
6   small boneless, skinless Chicken breast halves (1 1/2 lb)    
    pounded to 1/4” thickness
1   Egg
10   Ritz crackers, crushed
1   1/2 cups Spaghetti sauce, heated

Heat oven to 375.  Mix cream cheese, spinach, 1 cup shredded mozzarella • 
cheese, and 3 tablespoons Parmesan cheese.  Spread onto chicken breast 
and roll up tightly.  Starting at short ends.  Secure with toothpicks.
Beat egg in pie plate.  Mix remaining Parmesan cheese and cracker crumbs in • 
separate pie plate.  Dip chicken in egg then in crumb mixture, turning to evenly 
coat both sides of each breast.  Place, seam-side down, in 13x9 baking dish 
that has been sprayed with cooking spray.
Bake 30 minutes or until chicken is cooked through (165F).  Remove and • 
discard toothpicks.  Top with heated spaghetti sauce and remaining mozzarella 
cheese.
You may add chopped fresh basil, sliced black olives, mushrooms to the spa-• 
ghetti sauce before heating.

In April’s issue of the Harbor Lights, the recipe for
SNICKER BROWNIES should have been credited to 
Judi Quetschenback, #141....We are sorry for the mistake.

Participants of the regular 
Thursday morning Golf 
Group got together one 
last time before summer 

for a party at the houses of 
coordinator Don Walker and 
neighbor, Jerry Murphy.  We 

served grilled burgers with 
all the fixings and all had a 
great time.  We’ll start ev-
erything all over again in 

the fall.  We only hope that 
more Desert Harbor people 

will join in the fun.
 

We can’t talk about        
Desert Harbor golf without        
mentioning my mentor and 

founder of Thursday golf, Al 
Pein.  Thanks to Al who set 

the standard for us to follow. 
To Those 
Who Leave 
During 
Summer
We invite everyone to 
send a note from time-
to-time.  You-re still part 
of the community and 
we’d like to hear about 
your fishing trip, your golf 
game, or a vacation you 
went on.  We’ll put news 
with your photos in our 
newsletter.  You can see 
all monthly issues on the 
internet by logging on to 
DesertHarborAZ.com. 
Everyone is encouraged 
to send notes about your 
doings...we’ll include it in 
our newsletter.  Send us 
notes and photo’s to… 

On the internet:
To Ann Haggerty at:

www.Annah62@msn.
com

or by snail mail to:
Ann Haggerty

3700 S. Ironwood Dr., 
Lot #65,

A. J., AZ  85220

Standing L-R: Bob Albright, Bill Buehrle, Dough Stoesz, MariAnn Runmark, Darlene Higgins, Everette & Alma Shepherd, Joan Bleskacek,  
      Melt & Dar Lueneburg, Delano Bleskacek, Ron Sharp, Dick Foss, Don Woodke, Bev & Dave Borchardt, Arlie Klabunde, Tony Ziccardi

Siting L-R:  Noreen Foss, Pat Buehrle, Theresa Wilson, Richard Blake, Don Walker (coordinator sitting on ground),     
       Sharon Ziccardi, Karen Stoesz

Not pictured are:  Lowell Higgins, Eldy & Joyce Winter, Jim & Karen Stephens

2008-09 Desert Harbor Golf Group w/Spouses
       reported by Don Walker, #206



11

A Book Review ... by Ann Haggerty,  #64

Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven 
                 by Fannie Flagg

Sometimes you want to 
read a novel that just makes 
you feel better. And if you are 
in that mood, you’d be hard 
pressed to find a better one 
than this.  “Put down the 
highbrow attitude and just 
relish in the fun.”  And this 
really is a fun book. Curl 

up with it and just let it happen. The 
chapters are very short and the pace keeps on going.

It’s a perfect book to read on the front porch drink-
ing your iced tea and relaxing for a day or two. Fannie 
Flagg’s writing is always humane and lyrical. You just 
know these characters as well as you know yourself 
because you are as human as they are.  These char-
acters are fun, interesting and you really care about 
them. Then again, they are probably your friends, 
neighbors, and relatives, the ones you like anyway

A born storyteller, Flagg immediately puts readers 
at ease, priming them for an engrossing yarn that will 
mix laugh-out-loud hilarity with unabashed sentiment 
in a novel as thoughtful as it is delightful. Returning to 
Elmwood Springs, Missouri. (the setting of two previ-
ous novels), Flagg focuses on a handful of days fol-
lowing octogenarian Elner Shimfissle’s fatal fall from a 
tree.  It is now 2006, Elmwood Springs has changed 
and grown. Now there is a Pottery Barn, a Home De-
pot, etc.  As you check in with the various residents, 
you find they are still quirky, folksy and small town, 
but they have been forced to adapt to life in the 21st 
century.  You will see how they’re reacting to the news 
and remembering how their lives were touched by 
Aunt Elner. 

Another bonus is the yummy recipes mentioned 
in the book all appear at the end. They sounded so 
mouth-watering that I have Neighbor Dorothy’s Heav-
enly Caramel Cake in the oven as I type this.

Ms. Flagg has a wonderful gift for storytelling, and 
I just can’t recommend her books enough.  We have 
this book in our Desert Harbor library.

 E-mail is more like a conversation than formal cor-
respondence. It is a speedy way to get a message to 
someone. E-mail is fast. It is easy. It is inexpensive.

A word processor is a program that enables you to 
create documents that you might have once created 
with a typewriter. However, unlike a typewriter, you 
will never have to use White-out and toss crumbled 
pieces of paper across the room because you made a 
grammatical error in your writing. You will always see 
what you have written on your monitor screen and 
can make all your adjustments, formatting desires and 
changes to the “look and feel’ of the document before 
you decide to print it. To make the job even easier, 
most word processors offer grammar and spell check-
ing tools as well as built-in reference works such as 
synonym finders and almanacs. One of the most pop-
ular of the word processors is Microsoft Word which 
is an essential part of the Microsoft Office collected 
package of typical workforce-oriented applications. 

The final application that we are going to look at 
in this issue is the spreadsheet program.  Spread-
sheets are nothing new. They have probably been in 
existence since the days of eyeshades, sleeve garters 
and high scriber chairs. They are ledgers consisting of 
rows and columns where various amounts are en-
tered and calculated to give an accurate picture of a 
company, organization or family’s finances.

An electronic Spreadsheet application lets you 
create electronic ledgers in which calculations are 
done instantly and automatically. Spreadsheet pro-
grams can translate your data in charts and graphs 
to provide a visual picture of the items on the spread-
sheet. There are many very fine programs available to 
you and the most popular and the one with the most 
features is Microsoft Excel which is used by millions 
on a daily basis.

Next edition, we talk about our “Gateway to the 
Internet”, the Internet Service Provider, the ISP. What 
are they? Why do we need them? What’s in it for 
me? We will try to take the mystery out of the ISP and 
show you another one of the many fun features of PC 
ownership.

Continued from page 10

Propeller Heads and Geeks

A.J.’s City Council OKs Speed Limit Change
The speed limit on Ironwood Drive and Broadway Avenue has changed from 40 mph to 25 mph on school 

days between the hours of 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. after the City Council approved the reduction during its regular 
meeting Tuesday, March 17.  Ordinance 1339 will also provide for related school crossings and signage and 
speed enforcement. It affects Ironwood Drive between Fourth Avenue and approximately 300 feet south of 
Broadway Avenue and on Broadway Avenue between Palo Verde and Gold drives.
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Cleveland Indians Play in Glendale      by Bob McCann, #42

The Cleveland Indians now call Goodyear, AZ home for Spring Train-
ing beginning in 2009. After 16 years of training in Winter Haven, Florida, 
the Indians returned to the state of Arizona where they had trained for 
many years prior to Florida. The Indians moved back to AZ and their 
brand new state-of-the-art year-round facility in February. The Tribe's 
new facility, features a brand new ballpark and the complex integrates a 
mixed-use, urban "ballpark village" that includes offices, retail stores, a 
hotel and plans to develop a future residential community.

For Bob McCann, a Desert Harbor resident at #42, when the Cleveland Indians 
opened their spring training facilities in Goodyear this year was good news.  Bob 
moved to Desert Harbor from his home town of Cleveland, Ohio 5 years ago but 
missed his team.

Bob was always an Indians fan ever since he was 10 years old growing up in 
Cleveland.  He continued following the team’s records but now admits to also rooting 
for the Diamondbacks…he says, “You got to root for the Backs!”  Now that the Indians 
hold Spring training so close in Glendale, Bob and his daughter, Sally, decided to see 
one of practice games wearing their Indians T-shirts and the team’s ball caps in the 
spirit of their home town team.  

When the game began, they announced that another Bob  -  Bob Feller  -  was autographing programs and 
posing for pictures with fans.  Bob Feller, was a “Hall of Fame” pitcher with the Cleveland Indians for 18 years.  
He began his major league career when he was not quite 17 years old.  During his outstanding career, he 
threw three career no-hitters and had 12 career one-hitters and led the American League in strikeouts seven 
times.  

Our Bob had the opportunity to talk with Mr. Feller and get his autograph while daughter Sally took their 
picture.  The new practice field is beautiful and the stadium was filled with enthusiastic fans but unfortunately, 
the Cleveland Indians lost this day to the Milwaukee Brewers, 6 – 3.  

“Fergie and Friends” Celebrity Baseball Game
        by Dave Borchardt #142

On Wednesday March 25, 2009 Jack Quetschenbach, #141, and Dave Borchardt attended the 2nd An-
nual “Fergie and Friends Celebrity Baseball Game” at Mesa Hohokam Park.  This is a special event to raise 
money for many great charities and was truly a fun filled evening.  We were able to meet Hall of Fame baseball 
players such as Bob Feller, who is 90 years old, and is the oldest living member of the Baseball Hall of Fame.  
Bob Feller pitched a no hitter on opening day of the 1940 season and as of 2008, no other pitcher has accom-
plished this.

There were other Hall of Fame players like Harmon Killebrew, Rollie Fingers, Ferguson Jenkins, Juan 
Marichal and Billy Williams.  In addition there were many other baseball greats such 
as Tommy Davis, Bert Campaneris, Tommy John, Dave Stewart and many, many   
others.  Then there was Meadowlark Lemon from the Harlem Globetrotters and Bobby 
Bell from the Kansas City Chiefs.  The event was emceed by Jon Warden, who played 

for one season with the Detroit Tigers.  He totally had the 
crowd laughing throughout the evening.  He could quit his 
day job and become a comedian, he was that funny and we 
really enjoyed it. Both Jack and I had a terrific evening and 
plan on  attending next year.

Dave with Harmon Killebrew

Jack with
Rollie Fingers
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NEW RESIDENTS
Our Welcoming Committee: 

Beverly Borchardt #142, 480-671-1682 
Judi Q. (Quetschenback) #141, 480-854-7553

would like to visit with each of you, fill out some informa-
tion and take a picture for our newsletter.

Lot 187
Sylvia Novak  –  
BD, March 27th

Ken Novak –  
BD, January 29th

Anniversary:  June 8th

John and Sylvia moved here 
on March 6 most recently from 
California but have called home 
in a number of places all over the 

Western US.  Ken’s hobbies include music, classic mov-
ies, and reading.  Sylvia just likes people and games.  We 
need people like you in 
our community and we 
welcome you to Desert 
Harbor.

Lot 119
Gary Ross     –     Judy Ross –  
BD, April 8th   BD, March 28th  
Anniversary:  September 8th

Katherine Kingston –  
BD, November 9th

Gary, Judy and Katherine moved here in Janu-
ary, 2009, from North Dakota and will be spend-
ing their winters with us.  Gary likes fishing and 
Judy still works full time.  They have 3 children 
and 4 grandchildren.

Due to errors in April’s issue, 
we are re-issuing info about 

Sylvia and Ken.  We are sorry 
about the mix up.

Restaurant Review...
                    by Connie Riter, Pat Ballock, and others
 

Seafood Market & Grill Restaurant
3406 E. Baseline RD

Mesa, AZ  480-633-1580
 

Are you in the mood for some really fresh fish -- here in the desert?  
If so, plan to have lunch or dinner at the Seafood Market and Restaurant 
on Baseline and Val Vista.  This restaurant boasts that all their fish is 
fresh and flown in daily.  Six of us went on a recent Friday evening to 
share an enjoyable meal (and drinks) together.

The Market has a delightful marina-like atmosphere with nets on the walls and a giant 
lobster sculpture on one of the brick facades.  It is a casual dining restaurant which also sells fresh fish should 
you wish to grill something special at home.  For non seafood lovers, they also have traditional chicken and 
beef favorites, pasta, and Mexican dishes.

We enjoyed three of their "specials of the day" -- ahi tuna petrole, crab stuffed sole, and dill crusted tilapia 
(which was outstanding!)  Orange roughy and fried cod were other favorites and the clam chowder was thick 
with lots of clams and potatoes.  Oysters on the half shell were also excellent, but the crab cakes were lacking 
in enough crab to match the other fine dishes ordered.  For dessert we had a superb key lime pie and a deca-
dent chocolate cake.  The service was prompt and pleasant, prices in the medium to high range with discount 
coupons available on line and in some newspapers.

If you plan to go on a Friday, be sure you are there by 4:30 pm because by 5:30 pm the waiting line is very 
long and the sounds echoing from the vaulted ceiling disturbs the otherwise tranquil atmosphere.  Copies of 
their lunch and dinner menus are available in the clubhouse for you to take.  Their website: http://www.sea-
foodmarketrestaurant.com  offers a 50% off second entree (Sun-Thurs) and boasts that "If it swims we can get 
it."  This is truly a delicious seafood restaurant!  Check it out, but leave your fishing poles at home!
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Cinco de 
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Day
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Day

Memorial 
Day


